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SUBJECT: SOVIET UNION AND HUNGARY DECLINE TO PARTICIPATE IN BERLIN 
INTERNATIONAL POLO CHAMPIONSHIPS AUGUST 5-7 

1 . ON JULY 15 AND 16, STORIES APPEARED IN BERLIN NEWSPAPER 
TAGGESPIEGEL CLAIMING THAT SOVIET UNION, HUNGARY, AND YUGO- 
SLAVIA WERE GOING TO "BOYCOTT" AUGUST 5-7 INTERNATIONAL 
WATER POLO CHAMPIONSHIPS IN WEST BERLIN ON BASIS OF "OTHER 
OBLIGATIONS" DESPITE EARLIER COMMITMENTS TO PARTICIPATE. 

Y AGESSPIEGEL JULY 15 COMMENTED THAT WATER POLO EVENT IS 
THIRD ONE SCHEDULED FOR WESTBERLIN THIS YEAR FOR WHICH SOVIETS' 
ORIGINAL DECISION TO ATTEND MADE PURSUANT TO MARCH 1977 
MOSCOW SPORTS AGREEMENT BETWEEN SOVIET MINISTER FOR SPORTS 
PAVLOV AND GERMAN SPORT ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT 
WEYER HAS BEEN TAKEN BACK. (TWO OTHER OCCASIONS REFERRED 
TO ARE APRIL 8 BICYCLING CONTEST AND AUGUST 26 ATHLETICS 
EVENT). 
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2. BERLIN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CDU CAUCUS CHAIRMAN 
HEINRICH LUMMER HAS CALLED EASTERN EXPLANATION FOR 
WATER POLO NON-PARTICIPATION "CONCEIVABLY UNWORTHY 
OF BELIEF." HE BLAMED SOVIETS FOR NON-OBSERVANCE OF 
MOSCOW SPORTS AGREEMENT AND SUGGESTED THE HOLDING OF THE 
1978 BERLIN WORLD SWIMMING CHAMPIOSHIPS HAS LONG SINCE 
CEASED TO BE A SURE THING. SPORTS FUNCTIONARIES, 
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LUMMER INSISTED, SHOULD IMMEDIATELY PRESS MOSCOW FOR 
A CLEAR EXPLAN ANTION. 

3. SENAT HAS INVESTIGATED NEWSPAPER STORIES AND DOES 
NOT THINK THERE IS POLITICAL REASON BEHIND REFUSAL OF 
HUNGARIANS AND SOVIETS TO ATTEND AUGUST WATER POLO 
CHAMPIONSHIPS. INVITATION FOR EVENT HAD COME FROM 
BERLIN SWIMMING ASSOCIATION AND SENAT COULD UNCOVER 
NO PRIMA FACIE GROUNDS FOR EAST BLOC OBJECTIONS; NOR 
DID BLOC RAISE ANY. ACCORDING TO SENAT, YUGOSLAVIA 
APPARENTLY HAS NOT REFUSED TO PARTICIPATE. A MEMBER 
OF YUGOSLAV MILITARY MISSION IN WEST BERLIN COMPLAINED 
TO BRITISH CONSUL HERE OF PRESS REPORT ERRONEOUSLY 
LUMPING YUGOSLAVIA TOGETHER WITH SOVIET UNION AND 
HUNGARY IN LISTING OF COUNTRIES RENEGING ON F.ART.F.R 
COMMITMENTS. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE WE WOULD HESITATE TO ASSERT 

WITH CONFIDENCE THAT THERE ARE NO POLITICAL MOTIVATIONS 
LURKING BEHIND SOVIET AND HUNGARIAN DECISION NOT TO 
TAKE PART IN AUGUST WATER POLO CHAMPIONSHIPS IN WEST 
BERLIN, EASTERN SIDE HAS NOT RAISED FORMAL OBJECTIONS 
OF ANY SORT. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT TRUE SCHEDULING 
PROBLEMS ARE INVOLVED IN THIS EASTERN TURNDOWN. GEORGE 
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